ANNOUNCEMENT TO CANDIDATES: November 2009

Intercollegiate Membership Examination of the Surgical Royal Colleges of Great Britain

Changes to MRCS Part B (OSCE)

Subject to the approval of the Postgraduate Medical Education and Training Board (PMETB) the format of the Part B (OSCE) examination will be revised commencing with  the May 2010 diet as follows:
· The OSCE will comprise  18 examined stations (formerly 16) 
· The 18 stations will be reconfigured into four Broad Content Areas (formerly five)
· The weighting of the Broad Content Areas will be changed to give greater emphasis to the assessment of the basic sciences including pathology

· The knowledge, skills, competencies and professional characteristics to be assessed by the OSCE will be reconfigured into four domains (formerly six)
· Domains will no longer represent pass/fail criteria, but will be used primarily for structuring and for candidate feedback
· All  18 examined  stations will be manned (formerly 12 of the 16)
· Candidates will be required to choose three out of four specialty context stations (formerly two out of four) 
· In order to comply with Postgraduate Medical Education and Training Board (PMETB) requirements for the piloting of examination questions, the Part B (OSCE) may include an additional pre-test station. This station will not contribute towards the final mark of the examination. Candidates will not be made aware which station is being pre-tested. 
Regulations, application forms and candidate guidance notes for the MRCS will be updated and published on this website.
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